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C U LT U R E  &  A R T S

14 Iranian Artists Explore Just How
Complex Immigration And Identity Can Be

In a tumultuous time for American foreign policy, these artists o!er nuanced views
of what it means to be Iranian.

By Priscilla Frank
02/02/2017 03:23 pm ET | Updated Feb 06, 2017
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Sepideh Salehi. “Mohr Portrait” (2015), photograph on wood panel with frottage on Japanese paper, 24”x20”.

Featured below are 14 portraits of women by contemporary artists of Iranian descent. Many, 

however, conceal as much as they reveal, whether they are depicting veiled subjects, using 

purposefully obscure photographic techniques, or painting in an abstract language. The 

works mirror the fragmentation and fluidity that defines so many individuals’ identities today, 

Iranian or not. 

An exhibition called “The (Un) Draped Woman” features contemporary representations of 

Iranian women, rendered through the lenses of memory, experience, myth, tradition, religion, 

immigration, fantasy, preconceptions and the many other filters that a!ect one’s perspective. 

Navigating the relationship between art and meaning, appearance and identity, the artists 

communicate the complexity involved in creating a portrait ― or in comporting oneself. 

As Sandra Williams, assistant curator in LACMA’s Art of the Middle East department, 

explained in a statement: “The work of the 14 artists in this exhibition, who are all of Iranian 

origin, depict women in various states of cover, yet as all their works show, external 

appearances, whether fully exposed or not, are rarely a gateway to comprehending female 

identity. Instead, these artists seek to capture a deeper truth: that identity is ever changing 

and what is publicly presented is only a partial expression, if that, of each woman (or man’s) 

true sense of self.”
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The group show is especially timely given President Donald Trump’s recent executive order 

temporarily halting visas for individuals from Muslim-majority nations, including Iran. Many of 

the featured artists migrated from their native country abroad, many to the United States. 

Their work draws from the hostilities they encountered, the assumptions they defied, and the 

hurdles they overcame to forge a life in a new country. 

The images touch on the immense struggle of living between places, cultures and eras, 

o!ering an unorthodox angle through which to view Iranian life today. Artists like Shadi 

Yousefian, Firouz Farman-Farmaian, Simin Keramati and Kamran Taherimoghaddam show 

just show complex Iranian identity truly is.

 

1. Shadi Yousefian

Born in Tehran and based in San Francisco, California, Yousefian draws from her individual 

experience as an immigrant to touch on universal feelings of alienation and fragmentation. 

Her practice consists of destroying materials like photographs and letters, only to then 

rebuild them anew.

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-bans-muslims-refugees-executive-order_n_588bcaf3e4b0b065cbbc07ed
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Shadi Yousefian. “Social Identity” (2003). Photographic print, hand printed by artist, mounted on wood panels, 66”x22” individual pieces.

2. Gohar Dashti

Dashti, born in Tehran, uses photography to explore the world around her from the vantage 

point of her memory and personal experience. She captures traditional landscapes sprinkled 

with identifiable markers of modern life, visualizing the lived tension of a space caught 

between conventions and progress. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Gohar Dashti. From the series “Stateless, Odalisque” (Portfolio Print) (2014 - 2015), archival digital pigment print, 16 x 22.5 inches. Courtesy of the Artist, Robert Klein Gallery and
Azita Bina.

3. Firouz Farman-Farmaian

Farman-Farmaian ― who was born in Tehran and now lives and works in Tarifa, Spain, and 

Paris, France ― works in a wide range of materials including canvas, nylon, cotton, vinyl, 

paper, metal, oil sticks, wax crayons, sand and cement. His multimedia works revolve around 

the ideas of movement and memory as they apply to the life and consciousness of a self-

identified nomad. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Firouz Farman-Farmaian. “A Woman with Veil in Purple (Study IV)” (2016), amazonite pigment, acrylic, digital art layered on archival canvas print, 15”x14”.
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4. Hadi Salehi

Salehi, born in Shahsavar and based in Los Angeles, acclimated to life in the United States 

by photographing fellow outsiders ― punks, surfers and Chicano activists in LA. He has 

since developed a unique method of experimental photography ― taking apart cameras and 

disrupting the development process ― to produce analog photographs of human beings 

that illuminate their depth and complexity with haunting potency. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Hadi Salehi. “East,” (2008) layered analog film print, 40”x30”.

5. Afsoon

Afsoon was raised in Iran, moved to San Francisco as a teen, and now resides in London, 

where she channels her collaged identity into humorous yet impactful works. Working in 

linocut, photography, collage and etching, the artist combines Eastern and Western traditions 

to tell the story of her life, at once unique and universal. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Afsoon. From the series “Persian Magic, Jinn - Keys” (2013), archival print of mixed media collage on Somerset artist paper, 16.5”x23.6”. Courtesy of the Artist and ADVOCARTSY

6. Sepideh Salehi

Salehi, born in Tehran and based in New York, creates videos, collages, drawings, 

photographs and paintings, most of which reflect an appreciation for the delicate power of 

paper. Her subject matter toys with the poetics of the veil ― specifically the ritual item’s 

ability to conceal and reveal women’s identities. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Sepideh Salehi. “Mohr Portrait” (2015), photograph on wood panel with frottage on Japanese paper, 24”x20”.
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Sepideh Salehi. “Mohr Portrait” (2015), photograph on wood panel with frottage on Japanese paper, 24”x20”.

7. Dana Nehdaran

Nehdaran, born in Chahar Bagh and now based in New York, uses the language of 

contemporary painting to address themes very much bound up in the past, including 

tradition, memory, nostalgia and his own family legacy. 

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Dana Nehdaran. “A Group of Women During Reza Shah Era” (2017), oil on canvas, 40x60”.

8. Simin Keramati

Keramati, who was born in Tehran and now lives in Toronto, is a multidisciplinary artist who 

often paints portraits of women that investigate the relationship between appearance, 

expression and identity. Oftentimes, the paintings challenge the traditional understanding of 
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masks, revealing the other insidious ways society encourages women to hide or conform. 

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Simin Keramati. “Hush” (2008), acrylic on canvas, 59”x59”.
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9. Shilla Shakoori

Shakoori, born in Tehran and based in Los Angeles, is an artist and illustrator who 

incorporates Iranian philosophy, poetry and mythology into her dreamlike images, which 

address the influence of native and adopted cultures on a person’s psyche and performance 

of self.  
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Shilla Shakoori, “On the Bench of Memories” (2016), ink and watercolor on paper, 16”x12”.

10. Amir H. Fallah

Fallah, born in Tehran, raised in Fairfax, Virginia, and based in Los Angeles, crafts electric 

canvasses that revel in the magnetic power of color, texture, pattern and form. Depicting 

neon jungles or overcrowded interiors, Fallah drafts impossible spaces that can only exist on 

paper or in the wilds of the imagination. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND SHULAMIT NAZARIAN GALLERY.

Amir H. Fallah. “The Earth Is But One Country (Eastern Bred, Southern Fed),” 2013. Acrylic, ink, collage, colored pencil and oil on paper mounted to canvas, 48”x72”.

11. Tahmineh Monzavi

Monzavi, born and based in Tehran, is a documentary photographer drawn to archiving what 

she calls “social contradictions” ― the underbellies of Iranian life that are often forbidden 

and thus cloaked in secrecy. Much of her work chronicles Iran’s younger generation and the 

subcultures they have established on the outskirts of mainstream society. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY

Tahmineh Monzavi. “Tina” (2010-2012). Archival digital pigment print, 17.125”x20”.

12. Kamran Taherimoghaddam

Born in Tehran and based in New York, Taherimoghaddam works in media including painting, 

drawing, installation and video art, visualizing the personal e!ects of growing up in a 

homeland characterized by uncertainty, repression and violence. Through abstraction, he 

alludes to the inexpressible psychological and emotional residue of his tumultuous early life. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Kamran Taherimoghaddam. “La Statua Perduta” (2013), acrylic on canvas, 20”x16”.

13. Farzad Kohan

Kohan, born in Tehran and currently living in Los Angeles, uses multi-stage artistic processes 

to mirror the gradualness and heterogeneity of the diaspora life. Using layered abstract 

imagery as well as text written in Farsi and Arabic, he visualizes complex experiences like 

love and migration that defy verbal explanation. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ADVOCARTSY

Farzad Kohan. Untitled (2017). Ink on watercolor paper, 24”x18”.

14. Shadi Ghadirian

Ghadirian, who is based in her native Tehran, takes photographs inspired, in part, by her life 

as a modern woman living among religious dictates, outdated traditions, stereotypical 

assumptions and gendered prejudice. The artist toys with the preconceptions Middle 

Eastern women face from both their homelands and abroad, providing complex portraits of 

contemporary women defying expectations. 
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COURTESY OF THE ARTIST, ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY AND AZITA BINA.

Shadi Ghadirian. “Be Colorful” (2002), archival digital pigment print, 35.5 x 23.625 inches.

Advocartsy Presents | “Art Brief III: The (Un)Draped Woman” runs Feb. 10 through 18 at Arena 
1 Gallery in Los Angeles, California. 

RELATED...
This Queer, Immigrant Illustrator Starts Every Morning With A Work Of Activist Art

21 Artists On What It Means To Make Art In The Time Of Trump

Read These Poems By Writers From Each Of The Muslim Ban Countries
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Every Friday, Hu!Post’s Culture Shift newsletter helps you figure out which books you
should read, art you should check out, movies you should watch and music should listen to.
Sign up here.

Priscilla Frank $
Arts and Culture Reporter, Hu!Post
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